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EDUCATION 

Ph.D. Urban Planning, Policy, and Design (2014 - 2023) 
Graduate Option in Gender and Women's Studies, Institute for Gender Sexuality and Feminism 
McGill University, Montreal QC  

Vanier Graduate Scholar 
Dissertation: A City for All? Contested narratives of participatory reforms, placemaking 
practices, and ‘good’ city-building [link] 
Advisors: Raphaël Fischler and Lisa Bornstein 

Master of Architecture (2005 - 2007)  
Carleton University, Ottawa ON 

Royal Architectural Institute of Canada Student Medal (thesis award) 
Thesis: Wanderer's Sojourn into Dwelling. Citing diasporic consciousness and the Other 
with/in the archiTEXTure of home. [link] 
Advisor: Stephen Fai 

Bachelor of Architectural Studies, with high distinction (2001 - 2005) 
Carleton University, Ottawa ON 

CURRENT POSITION 

Adjunct Professor (2025 to present) 
Department of Criminology 
University of Ottawa, Ottawa ON 

Contract Instructor (2022 to present) 
Azrieli School of Architecture and Urbanism & Department of Sociology and Anthropology 
Carleton University, Ottawa ON 

RESEARCH & PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

SSHRC Postdoctoral Research Fellow (2023 - 2025) 
& Bora Laskin National Fellowship in Human Rights Research (2023 - 2024) 
Department of Criminology, University of Ottawa, Ottawa ON 
Project: Just Home: Mapping collective housing journeys of gender and criminalization 
Advisors: Jennifer Kilty and Justin Piché  

Housing Development Coordinator (2021 - 2022) 
Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies 

Research Fellow and Program Manager (2010 - 2011)  
CIHR Training Program in Neurodegenerative Lipidomics, University of Ottawa 
Carleton Immersive Media Studio, Carleton University   

Architecture Program Officer (2009 - 2010) 
Canada Council for the Arts 

mailto:sgelbard@uottawa.ca
http://gelbard.ca/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0738-2710
https://escholarship.mcgill.ca/concern/theses/ht24wq61g
https://repository.library.carleton.ca/concern/etds/pr76f4013
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Research Assistant (various) 
Department of Criminology, University of Ottawa (2023 - 2024) 
McGill School of Urban Planning (2015 - 2016)   
Carleton Immersive Media Studio, Carleton University (2008 - 2009, 2012 - 2013) 

CONTRACT TEACHING APPOINTMENTS 

Azrieli School of Architecture and Urbanism, Carleton University  

ARCH 1331 Introduction to Architecture (Fall 2025 & 2026) 
ARCS 1005 Architecture Studio 1A (Winter 2009 & 2010)  
ARCS 2105  Architecture Studio 2A (Fall 2009) 

Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Carleton University  

SOCI 4170 Community Engaged Sociology (Winter 2026 & 2027) 
SOCI 2180 Foundations in Community Engagement (Fall 2025) 
SOCI 4171  Community Engagement Capstone (Winter 2024) 
SOCI 2810  Sociology of Third Places, co-taught with Tonya Davidson (Fall 2022)  

Department of Art and Culture, Carleton University 

ARTH 4800 Women in Architecture (Fall 2023) 

GRANTS, AWARDS & FELLOWSHIPS (select) 

2025 - SSHRC Partnership Development Grant (Co-Investigator) 
Disaster Prisons Partnership (Principal Investigator: Justin Piché) 

2024 - SSHRC Partnership Engage Grant (Principal Investigator) 
Mapping collective housing journeys of gender and criminalization 

2026, 2024 Carleton University Experiential Learning Fund 

2025 Award for Outstanding Methodological Work in Activism, Social Justice, and Place,  
Qualitative Research Specialty Group of the American Association of Geographers 

2023 - 2024 Bora Laskin National Fellowship in Human Rights Research 

2023 - 2025 SSHRC Postdoctoral Research Fellowship 

2016 - 2019 Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarship, SSHRC 

2017 Brenda Gewurz Scholarship for Feminist Leadership,  
Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Montreal 

2014 - 2015 Schulich Graduate Fellowship, McGill University, Faculty of Engineering 

REFEREED PUBLICATIONS (select) 

Lachapelle, S., S. Gelbard, J. Kilty (2026). “It’s like you’re still in jail”: Exploring the subjugation of 
emotional knowledge in prison-to-community reintegration in Canada. Current Issues in Criminal Justice 
38(1). 95-110. All authors contributed equally. [link] 

Zoll, D., R. Vasudevan, Gauger B., S. Gelbard, C.M. Kayanan, J. Mah, A. Reyes. (2025). Notes from the 
trenches: Reflections from recent Ph.D. graduates on navigating the academy. Journal of Planning 
Education and Research 45(1). 5-13. All authors contributed equally. [link] 

Gelbard, S. (2023). “Did You Hear? Mavericks Is Closing!” Punk Refusal of Gentrified Endings. 
GeoHumanities 9(1). 211-229. [link] 

Gelbard, S. (2023). Radical Solidarities in Punk and Queer Refusals of Safety and Inclusion Narratives in 
Planning. Urban Planning, 8(2). 177-186.  [link] 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10345329.2024.2437207
https://doi.org/10.1177/0739456X231195729
https://doi.org/10.1080/2373566X.2023.2180418
https://doi.org/10.17645/up.v8i2.6372


 Sarah B. Gelbard, Ph.D. (she/her) 
 

Gelbard, S. (2023). Assimilation City: Inclusive Planning and Histories of Exclusion. In D. Maoz & E. Mayer 
(Eds.), Canadian Readings of Jewish History: From Knowledge to Interpretive Transmission (pp. 213–232). 
Cambridge Scholars Publishing. [link] 

Gelbard, S. (2019). Messy Methodologies: Proposing Radical Alternatives to the Formal Research Plan. 
Critical Planning 24. 45-56. [link] 

Gauger, B., S. Gelbard, C.M. Kayanan, J. Mah, S. Sherman, R. Vasudevan. (2019). Spaces of Struggle. 
Critical Planning 24. 13-18. All authors contributed equally. [link] 

Gelbard, S. (2013). Wandering Dwellings: Diasporic Architectures. In R. Seredynska-Abou Eid. (Ed.) 
Diasporic Choices. Oxford, Inter-Disciplinary Press: 221-230. [link] 

REFEREED PUBLICATIONS (forthcoming) 

Gelbard, S. (forthcoming). Piazza Dante. Monument of urban renewal. In T Davidson & D Dean. (Eds.) In 
Granite and Bronze: A Critical Guide to the Monuments in Canada's National Capital. Montreal: McGill-
Queen’s University Press.  

Gelbard, S. (submitted). “Zine-Making as Transformative Housing Justice Practice.” In C. Kayanan, R. 
Kitchen, et.al. (Eds.) Researching place using creative approaches: Critical reflections on epistemology, 
methodology and methods. Bristol University Press.  

Gelbard, S., A. Montague (in preparation). “Maplibs: Playful memory mapping for affective community 
vision-making.” Target journal: Engaged Scholar Journal: Community-Engaged Research, Teaching and 
Learning. 

Gelbard, S., J. Piché, K. Walby, L. Mussell (in preparation). “Locating the roles and meanings of prison cells 
in prison-themed escape rooms.” Target journal TBD. 

Gelbard, S., J. Piché (in preparation). “An abolitionist reading of carceral geography literature on prison 
architecture.” Target journal: Progress in Human Geography. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Gelbard, S. (2024). [Review of the book Unit 29: Writing from Parchman Prison, by Mississippi Prison Writes 
Initiative, Edited by Louis Bourgeois]. Progressive City. 

Gelbard, S. (2023). [Review of the book Gendered places: The landscape of local gender norms across the 
United States, by William J. Scarborough]. Journal of Urban Affairs, 46(9), 1940-1942. 

Gelbard, S. (2020). [Review of the book Historical Geographies of Anarchism: Early Critical Geographers 
and Present-Day Scientific Challenges, edited by Federico Ferretti, Gerónimo Barrera de la Torre, 
Anthony Ince, and Francisco Toro]. Anarchist Studies 28(2), 101-104. 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (2017 to present) 

Reform follows function: An abolitionist challenge to architecture and the carceral fix [paper presentation] 
(2026). Philosophy of the City. Prague, Czech Republic. 

Mateer, J., R. Westland, S. Gelbard. Walking otherwise: Feminist and participatory walking methods in 
Victoria [workshop] (2026). Canadian Association of Geographers Annual Conference. Victoria BC. 

Maplibs collective counter-mapping places of community care [workshop] (2025). Public Philosophy and 
Social Change: Legacies, Grassroots, and New Directions. Hamilton ON. 

Collage co-creation as an abolitionist practice of transformative housing justice [paper presentation] 
(2025). The use of research creation and arts-based methods in studying housing, planning, and the built 
environment. Maynooth University. 

https://www.cambridgescholars.com/product/978-1-5275-9003-8
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5286e7bee4b00257d4c7ea85/t/6618b1cb01179f2d28453f63/1712894417870/volume-24.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5286e7bee4b00257d4c7ea85/t/6618b1cb01179f2d28453f63/1712894417870/volume-24.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1163/9781848881877_022
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Making a transformative housing justice zine with collaborative speculative design [workshop] (2025). 
Critical Perspectives 2025: Transforming Justice. Victoria BC. 

Gelbard, S. & A. Montague. Maplibs: Playful memory mapping for affective community vision-making 
[paper presentation] (2025). Canadian Association of Geographers Annual. Ottawa ON. 

Transcarceration at home: housing journeys of gender and criminalization [paper presentation] (2025). 
Spaces of Struggle sessions in radical planning at the American Association of Geographers Annual 
Meeting. Detroit MI. 

Co-designing spaces for transformative housing justice in Canada [paper presentation] (2024). 
International Geographical Congress. Dublin, Ireland. 

Public philosophy with the city [invited panelist] (2024). Public Philosophy Network and the Philosophy of 
the City Research Group. Online. 

Transformative housing justice and the home as space of abolition [paper presentation] (2024). Critical 
Perspectives / Criminology & Social Justice. Winnipeg MB. 

Community engaged pedagogy [panel presentation, invited speaker] (2024). 8th Sociology and 
Anthropology Teaching Symposium. Carleton University. Ottawa ON. 

Collective housing journeys of gender & criminalization [paper presentation] (2023). Philosophy of the City. 
Brooklyn NY. 

Urban Planning for Queer Justice: Queering Place and Time in the Inclusive City [panel discussion] (2022). 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning Annual Meeting. Toronto ON 

Realizing the right to housing for criminalized women and gender-diverse people [paper presentation] 
(2022). Canadian Alliance to End Homelessness Conference. Toronto ON.  

Forever unsettled: Songwriting as research text [paper presentation] (2021). Institute of Australian 
Geographers and the New Zealand Geographical Society Combined Conference. Sydney (virtual). 

Urbanist “Killjoy”: complaints about progressive popular urbanism and planning [paper presentation] 
(2021). Philosophy of the City Now: Around the world in 24h. University of Twente. Online. 

Future dis-oriented and punk placemaking [paper presentation] (2019). Association of Collegiate Schools 
of Planning Annual Meeting. Greenville SC. 

Annihilation/Assimilation: the dark side of inclusive planning [paper presentation] (2019). Philosophy of the 
City. Detroit. 

No future. Punk planning, agonistics, and politics of inclusion/exclusion [paper presentation] (2019). 
American Association of Geographers Annual Meeting. Washington D.C. 

Blue-collar scholar [panel discussion] (2019). American Association of Geographers Annual Meeting. 
Washington D.C. 

Urban equity and diversity: Radical theories and deradicalized practices [paper presentation] (2018). 
Philosophy of the City. Bogotá, Colombia. 

‘parking lot citys an ugly place’ Punk inverted images of capital city [paper presentation] (2018). American 
Association of Geographers Annual Meeting. New Orleans LA. 

Ask a punk: From informality to anti-formality and anti-authority… and when to say fuck [paper 
presentation] (2018). Curating Resistance: Punk as Archival Method, Los Angeles CA 

‘Fuck gentrification’ is the new ‘fuck the man’: the desirability of undesirable punk space [paper] (2017). 
International Conference of Anarchist Geographies and Geographers, Reggio Emilia, Italy. 

Making space for messy urbanisms: In and out of the public eye [paper presentation] (2017). European 
Geographies of Sexualities, Barcelona, Spain. 
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NON-ACADEMIC REPORTS, PUBLICATIONS AND POLICY PAPERS (select) 

Gelbard, S., E. Coyle. (2026). Recognizing the intersections of housing insecurity and criminalization: 
Supporting better housing outcomes for women and gender-diverse people. Brief to the Standing 
Committee on Human Resources, Skills and Social Development and the Status of Persons with 
Disabilities on behalf of the Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies. [link] 

The Transformative Housing Justice Zine Collab. (2025). What would housing be like in a world without 
prisons. [link] 

Gelbard, S. (2025). Addressing housing barriers and insecurity among women and gender-diverse people 
impacted by criminalization. Submission to the Neha Review Panel and Office of the Federal Housing 
Advocate on behalf of the Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies. [link] 

Carceral Studies Research Collective. (2023). Reimagining Safety, Advancing Visions for a Decarceral City: 
Dispatches from Community Organizers. Progressive City. [blog] 

Gelbard, S. (2022). What would intersectional feminist and abolitionist housing be like? Critical 
frameworks and opportunities for advancing CAEFS housing strategy. [Internal report, CAEFS].  

COMMUNITY TALKS AND ENGAGEMENT (select) 

Collage and co-creation as abolitionist practice. RE:Design Lecture Series (2026). School of Industrial 
Design, Carleton University. 

Concrete Utopias. (2025). [invited speaker]. Heritage Ottawa. 

Safe spaces: Punk’s radical take on inclusion. (2023). [podcast] Let’s Talk About, Cogitatio Press. 

Synapcity Community Connections. (2023). [podcast]  

City of Play: Fun in the Capital? (2023). [invited panelist]. Ottawa Architecture Week. 

The sociology of third places in Ottawa. (2023 & 2026). [guided walk] Jane’s Walk Ottawa. 

Anarchist Essays #40: Practicing performances of punk anarchism in the academy. (2022). [podcast] 
Loughborough University's Anarchism Research Group.  

Divergent City. (2021). [invited speaker] Creative Mornings Ottawa. 

GASA Race Space Reading Group. (2020 & 2021). [invited session curator] Peter Guo-hua Fu School of 
Architecture, McGill. 

What’s (not) So Brutal About Ottawa Brutalism [guided walk]. Ottawa (de)tours (2015-8); Jane’s Walk 
Ottawa (2016-2022, 2025); Heritage Ottawa (2018, 2019); Ontario Heritage Conference (2017) 

Dolgoy, R., S. Gelbard, A. Montague. But What About the Library? Past-forward Placemaking [community 
workshops]. Cultural Memory Workshop (2017); Heritage Conservation Symposium (2017); Jane’s Walk 
Ottawa (2017); (un)School/décole (2018). 

Dolgoy, R., Gelbard, S., Montague, A. “What about the library? Public consultations for new central 
libraries often ask all the wrong questions.” (2018). [magazine article] Spacing, Summer. 

Gelbard, S., Salmon J. UrbSanity: monthly column on architecture and urbanism in Ottawa. (2013-2016). 
[newspaper column and online magazine]. Centretown Buzz and Spacing Ottawa. 

Practice Space. (2014). TEDx ElginSt. Ottawa. [invited speaker]  

INVITED COURSE GUEST LECTURES (select) 

GEOG 4323 Urban and Regional Planning. Geography and Environmental Studies, Carleton University. 
Course instructor: Sheryl-Ann Simpson (Fall 2025) / Sneha Sumanth (Fall 2023) 

https://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/Committee/451/HUMA/Brief/BR14207671/br-external/CanadianAssociationOfElizabethFrySocieties-e.pdf
https://gelbard.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/transformativehousingzine_v2.pdf
https://cms.nhc-cnl.ca/media/Neha/org%20submissions/Canadian%20Association%20of%20Elizabeth%20Fry%20Societies.pdf
https://progressivecity.net/reimagining-safety-advancing-visions-for-a-decarceral-city-dispatches-from-community-organizers/
https://t.co/rUKHqUWncR
https://youtu.be/slPFqkUMSM0
https://youtu.be/0YRk8vp9NDM
https://youtu.be/LSROJko2hD8
https://youtu.be/COxRtG0WZhE?si=Usmo6aqzpifjLrAT
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Housing journeys of gender and criminalization: Co-designing collective biographies. CRM Conversations 
(2024). Department of Criminology, University of Ottawa. 

CDNS 1101 Stories, power and place in Odawang/ Ottawa. School of Canadian Studies, Carleton 
University. Course instructor: Orly Lael Netzer (Fall 2023) 

UP 501: Planning Theory and History. Department of Urban and Regional Planning, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. Course instructor: Rolf Pendall (Fall 2023) 

SOCI 4410A Advanced Studies in Criminology. Sociology and Anthropology, Carleton University.  Course 
instructor: Samantha McAleese (Fall 2022) 

FYSM 1506 Topics in the Study of Societies. Sociology and Anthropology, Carleton University.  Course 
instructor: Tonya Davidson (Winter 2022) 

GEOG 3026 Ottawa Urban Geography Field Course. Geography and Environmental Studies, Carleton 
University. Course instructor: David Hugill (Fall 2019) / Jennifer Ridgley (Fall 2021) 

CDNS 3000/GEOG 3001 Producing Knowledge. School of Indigenous and Canadian Studies / Geography, 
Carleton University. Course instructor: Rebecca Dolgoy (Fall 2017/2018) 

GRADUATE EXAMINATION ACTIVITIES  

Fall 2025 Ph.D. Architecture Thesis Colloquium Guest Reviewer, Carleton University 

Winter 2025 Ph.D./M.Arch. Thesis Colloquium Guest Reviewer, Carleton University 

Fall 2024 M.Arch. Thesis Colloquium Guest Reviewer, Carleton University 

Winter 2024 M.Arch. Thesis Defense External Examiner, Carleton University 

May 2020  M.Arch. Thesis Defense External Examiner, Toronto Metropolitan University 

SERVICE AND MEMBERSHIP 

2025-present Board member, Feminist Intersectionality Group, Canadian Association of Geographers 

2025-2026 Conference co-organizer, Planning in the Face of Fascism Planners Network 50th 
Anniversary Conference. Toronto/Tkaronto, Canada. 

2024-present Centre for Research into the Processes and Outcomes and Impacts of Incarceration 

2023-present Housing Advocacy Liaison, Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies 

2023-present Women’s National Housing and Homelessness Network Human Rights Task Force 

2024-2025 President, University of Ottawa Postdoctoral Scholars Association 

2016-present Co-founder & co-organizer, Spaces of Struggle Conferences in Radical Planning 

2020- 2022 Board of Directors, Centretown Citizens of Ottawa Corporation (nonprofit housing) 

2015- 2021 Editor, Spacing Ottawa 

2015-2017  Ph.D. student representative, McGill Post-Graduate Student Society 

LANGUAGES 

English: reading, writing, speaking (fluent) / French: reading, writing, speaking (advanced) 
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